system, and I think it’s a great
thing for the sport in terms of
drawing fans and taking them
into the next week.
New viewers are going to
want to see what happens next.
Are the drivers going to retaliate
with their car or throw a punch?
The drama doesn’t end when
the broadcast goes off the air but
rather builds from week to week.
It’s fun to monitor each
rivalry in progress and see
how it unfolds over time. We
interviewed Logano on SPEED
about his dust-up with Harvick.
Joey said not much had changed
since Pocono and added that it is
very hard to talk to Harvick.
In this case, you’re talking
about two very different
personalities. Kevin is a fiery guy
who never backs down.

Joey is more laid-back but he
needed to stand up for himself.
Unfortunately, for him, he
triggered a rivalry with someone
who kind of thrives on that.
Where does it go from here?
I don’t think they’re necessarily
going to seek each other out on
the track. Kevin understands
Joey needed to say something
at Pocono, but he may have
picked a fight with the wrong
guy. If they find themselves in a
situation like that again, harsh
words will definitely stir back up.
Every rivalry is different.
Keselowski and Edwards probably
still have one brewing under the
surface. It was a big enough deal
at Atlanta that they won’t likely
forget it anytime soon. Both
drivers were winless nearing the
midway point of the season, too.

The more that lingers, the more
frustrated they’re going to get.
Then there is Gordon. The
four-time Cup champion has
been the beneficiary of a better
team and faster cars this season.
He has come maddeningly close
to victory so many times this year
but it didn’t happen in the first 16
races. Johnson visited victory lane
four times in that span, so there
has to be immense frustration for
Gordon in not being able to get
there himself.
As we near the end of August,
expect those last few races heading
into the Chase to be wilder than
ever. Time will be running
out on many drivers. But the
aggression won’t.
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