The crowd at Chicagoland
in July, for both Nationwide and
Cup, was awful. I’m guessing
some fans walked away after
learning the track apparently
was bundling tickets for multiple
events, which I think is a
ridiculous ticket-selling strategy.
NASCAR is giving
Chicagoland all the help it can to
sell seats with a Chase date and I
hope the Windy City reciprocates
with more than hot air.
Kentucky Speedway will host a
Sprint Cup race for the first time in
2011 and draw upon a region with
major cities (Louisville, Lexington
and Cincinnati) that has been
largely untapped by NASCAR.
I used to work in that market
doing weekend sports, and I’m
really excited about Kentucky
Speedway’s inaugural event next

July. Not as excited as Bluegrass
State native and FOX Sports
colleague Darrell Waltrip, though.
D.W. said it was like Christmas in
August when the announcement
was made this summer!
The April night race at Texas
Motor Speedway adds another
new dimension to the 2011
schedule. Texas always features
great racing and the product will
only be better under the lights.
TMS President Eddie Gossage and
his staff are second-to-none when
it comes to promotion, so it will be
fun to see what they come up with
for the track’s first night race.
There was talk of Las Vegas
Motor Speedway replacing
Homestead-Miami Speedway
as host of the season finale but
that did not happen — yet. It
would make sense with the Cup

banquet now being held in Las
Vegas at the end of the year, but
it isn’t something that needed
to be done right away. Ford has
really built something special
with its championship weekend
to close the season for all three of
NASCAR’s major touring series at
Homestead.
Overall, I think the changes
will be beneficial to NASCAR.
For the tracks and fans that have
benefited from the overhaul, the
ball is now in your court. It’s time
to step up and do all you can to
make sure your new place on
the schedule is justified.
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