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NASCAR’s New Schedule Should Pay Off
as we approach the end
of an eventful 2010 season, there
are plenty of reasons to be excited
when looking ahead to where the
schedule is taking us next year.
Looking at the changes
NASCAR put in place, you have
to applaud the sanctioning body
for mixing things up. In today’s
economy, and with everything out
there competing for fans’ attention
and dollars, you have to take a
progressive approach and that is
exactly what NASCAR has done.
Let’s start out West. It’s no
secret that Auto Club Speedway in
Southern California has struggled
with a lack of fan support. There
are so many entertainment
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options in the greater Los Angeles
area. To cite just one example, the
track’s first of two Sprint Cup races
was held the same week as the
Academy Awards.
For a race team, success is
measured by results. Simply put,
if you don’t perform, then changes
are going to be made. The same
thing should hold true with the
schedule. Auto Club Speedway
didn’t perform, so I think it’s only
fair it lost a race.
Teams will still travel across
the country after the Daytona
500 with Phoenix International
Raceway hosting the second race
weekend of the season. That’s a
tough trip for underfunded teams,

particularly those in the Camping
World Truck Series, to make
without big budgets.
I think the Midwest has really
come out a winner with the
schedule changes … in all three
series. As a native of Iowa — in the
spirit of complete disclosure — I
must say this is very exciting!
Kansas Speedway was
worthy of a second Cup date as
it is centrally located and able to
pull fans from Iowa, Missouri
and Nebraska. Iowa Speedway
received an additional Nationwide
event to go with its Truck Series
race, and I can almost guarantee
you all three races will sell out in
2011 (of course, I’m a little partial

to the Truck race in July).
My only gripe is Chicagoland
Speedway, in my opinion, was
rewarded too much in this
process. Chicagoland will now
host the first race of the Chase and
the track was granted a second
Nationwide event.
I just don’t think the track
deserved a second Nationwide
race. One alternative would have
involved moving a second date in
that series to serve as a companion
event to the Truck Series race in
Darlington. That race was moved
to March 12 next year and a
Truck-Nationwide doubleheader
during that Cup off weekend
would have been fantastic.
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